
  

 

Dear Friends, 

True Greatness 

If you were to plan out the ideal future for yourself, 
what would it look like? Imagine if you were not con-
strained by budget or resources. Imagine if you could 
pick to do anything you wanted, to go anywhere you wanted, and enjoy any 
activity that you wanted. Imagine the greatest experience you could possi-
bly have. What would that be? Most people would immediately think about 
indulging in the greatest pleasures imaginable. A life of the most luxurious 
accommodations, the best food, the most beautiful scenery and the most 
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view, is found in our willingness to accept, welcome and serve those who 
are considered unacceptable by reason of class, color, religion, wealth, or 
culture.   We must welcome people the way a child welcomes them before 
he is taught discrimination.   If we are to be truly great, we must be ready to 
accept four challenges: (1) to put ourselves last, (2) to be the servant of 
all, (3) to receive the most insignificant human beings with love, and (4) to 
expect nothing in return.  May the Holy Spirit help us to become truly great 
through humble, selfless service. St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) 
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service; kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your 
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to embrace: a willingness to serve others, rather than to compete for more 
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tionship with all humankind. This is what real and true Discipleship is all 
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The jealousy and selfish ambition that attacks the just man in the Book 
of Wisdom in our first reading this Sunday, and that James berates in 
the second reading are the sad marks of the identification of the godless, 
people who have rejected God and His Son. The sign of the Christian is 
seen in his or her setting another's needs over his or her wants. 

We are all called to do this, continually.  Every day, every moment of the 
day you and I are called to consider others over ourselves.  The needs 
of the children, the sick, the poor and the elderly call us away from our-
selves and call us to become like Jesus.  Every day we must resist the 
temptation to selfishness, the temptation to put ourselves before others. 
Reflect, today, upon a life of true greatness. Reflect, especially, upon 
how you can live such a life. How can you more completely serve oth-
ers? How can you make their holiness your primary goal? How can you 
help others grow in their love of God? Humble yourself and turn your 
eyes from yourself to others. Doing so will make an eternal difference for 
others and also for yourself. 

Be blessed,  

Fr. Tom Kunnel C.O. 

September 19, 2021 
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