August 22, 2021

Dear Friends,
Every person who studies the history of world or
religions is familiar with edicts and covenants. Even
in our personal lives, we look back often to promises we made and contracts we signed. For the Old Testament scholar, Joshua 24 is highly important in the history of Israelite traditions.
It preserves remnants of an ancient liturgy for the renewal of the
covenant at Shechem. Joshua reminds the people of what God has
done for them in rescuing them from slavery in Egypt, providing for
their survival in the desert and giving them victory over their enemies. God has been their Deliverer, Provider and Protector. This is
the God that Joshua calls Lord and with Whom he wants to be covenanted. Joshua’s challenge to the Israelites is to decide, then and
there, whom they will serve, the gods of their fathers, the gods of
the Amorites among whom they now live, or this God Who has done
so much for them. They must decide for the God of Israel or to reject Him in favor of the idols of their fathers and neighbors. Their
decision for God should be reflected in their fidelity to the terms of
the Covenant, i.e. the Law. Then Joshua sets the example for the
rest of Israelites: “As for me and my household, we will serve the
LORD.” Joshua’s challenge prefigures the choice the apostles must
make in today’s Gospel taken from John 6.
The challenge “Choose this day whom you will serve” parallels “Will
you also go away?”; and the response “We will serve the Lord, for
he is our God” parallels Peter’s response, “Lord, to whom shall we
go? You have the words of eternal life.” Jesus challenges us also to
remain faithful to the one God. There are many in the world who
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worship other gods: power, money, pleasure, comfort, security,
self-interest. We want to say with Joshua and his people: “We will
serve the Lord.”
In his letter Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, in 1987 Pope John Paul
warns us about the forms of modern ‘imperialism’ hidden behind
certain decisions that formed a ‘moral criterion’, apparently inspired only by economics or politics, that ‘promoted’ idolatry: of
money, ideology, class, technology. We the Church must always
be ready to give ‘offense’ — to speak out for Christ and against
the destructive beliefs and behaviors that the world finds so attractive. The total assimilation of Jesus’ spirit and outlook into our
lives is very challenging. And it was a challenge that some of Jesus’ disciples were not prepared to face. The reason? “There are
among you some who do not believe, do not trust Me.” Faith is
not simply a set of ideas to be held on to. It is a living relationship
with a Person, Jesus, and Jesus’ vision of life. It is a relationship
that needs to grow and be deepened with the years. It is a relationship that has constantly to be re-appraised in a constantly
changing world. Our children so competent in the use of social
media, are very vulnerable as they are quite incompetent to decode the message they are exposed to. They must be helped to
develop a personal relationship with Christ, the only one who can
give them fullness of life. We must hear in our own heart and soul
Peter’s words to Jesus which have resounded through the centuries: “To whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”
Be blessed,
Fr. Tom Kunnel C.O.

21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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The first reading, Joshua 24:1 - 2, 15 - 17, 18
In our first reading, taken from the book of Joshua, the leader who
succeeded Moses, Joshua challenges the Israelites who have entered
the Promised Land to make a choice and to reaffirm their Covenant
relationship with Yahweh. By that time (12th century B.C.), the
Promised Land has been divided up among the tribes of Israel. But a
big concern is whether the tribes will drift away from the worship of
the God of Israel. So before departing from them in death, Joshua gathers the tribal leaders around him to issue his last words of advice. They gather at Shechem,
40 miles north of Jerusalem, where God first appeared to Abraham and promised
to make Abraham’s descendants a great nation (Gn 12:6ff and 33:18ff), a fitting
place for the renewal of the Covenant. The gathered population is offered the
choice of renewing the Sinai commitment (Ex 19 - 24) or not, with Joshua indicating the clear choice of himself and his household (v15c).
There is a brief recital of the saving acts of God during the exodus (vv17f), presented in a more expanded form by Joshua in the introductory ceremony (vv2 -

13). In neither account is there any mention of the covenant at Sinai, an absence
which is noted in other sources as well
(Ex 15:1 - 17). This may be due to a tradition from segments of the Israelite population which had not participated in the
Sinai experience. A more likely explanation is that a ceremony of covenant renewal would not include an account of the original
covenant. The covenant-making occurs with the
renewal; the inclusion of its precedent would be
cultically inappropriate.

The people in unison and without dissent make
their option for the Lord as the covenant is renewed with verbal acceptance (v18b).

The second reading Ephesians 5:21-32
Those who enter into the Covenant of marriage should love and submit to one another in mutual care and respect, just as
Christ submitted himself in loving sacrifice for the Church. Paul wants the Ephesians to accept, love, mutually respect, and
serve each other, recognizing the true dignity of each member of Christ, and to use that as the norm for all their relationships,
both in the family and in their Faith community. Paul also reminds them, and reminds us, that Jesus nourishes the members of
the Church through the Eucharist, making us His own flesh and blood, as husband and wife become one flesh. So the norms of
our every relationship must be acceptance, love, mutual respect, and service and, as the foundation of these, the recognition of the true dignity of
each member of Christ. Our choices in family life and parish life should be guided by this high ideal. The marriage relationship calls for recognition of
the husband's leadership (v23; 1 Cor 11:3). These forms of subordination are related to faith, not social norms or norms of Gentile domesticity; it is a
case of respect for Christ who is present in all the faithful (v30). The husband, on the other hand, is bound as well by Christian principle, i.e. the willingness to sacrifice himself entirely for his wife as did Christ for the church (v25; 1 Cor 11:3; Col 1:18).

GOSPEL INSIGHTS

Faith, because it is only with Faith that they will
be able to see and grasp the triple mystery
which has been revealed to them, namely, (1)
the Incarnation (I am the Bread that came down
from Heaven, 6:41); (2) the redemption (the
Bread that I give is my Flesh for the life of the
world, 6:51); (3) the Ascension and glorification
(the Son of Man will ascend to where He was
before, 6:62). Jesus’ disciples found it hard to
accept all these and stopped following Him.

“This teaching is difficult. Who can accept it?” It
was Jesus’ disciples who made this complaint. They were offended by Jesus’ language —
the imagery and the metaphors Jesus used in the
Eucharistic discourse, which was the Master’s
dramatic way of saying that we must accept totally, without any conditions or reservations everything Jesus tells us. Jesus’ thoughts and attitudes, values, and life-view must become totally
ours. Above all we are to identify with Jesus in the
offering of His Flesh and the pouring out of His
Blood on the cross, the symbol of God’s unutterable love for us. But without giving any further
explanation, Jesus simply challenges them to
open themselves to the gift of Faith that God is
offering them: “No one can come to me unless it
is granted by the Father” (v. 65). Jesus tries to
help the remaining followers to make a leap of

People choose to walk away from Christ today
for various reasons. But most often it is not with
Christ that people have difficulty. They would
say that their problem is with the church more
than with Christ, whose gospel message they
find challenging and appealing. Others admit
openly that it is the pull of the world or their
attraction to sin that destroys their Christian
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allegiance. So while Christ is seen as the teacher,
the "man for others," even the world's Savior, our
"murmuring" today takes a different direction: the
church's failure to respond, a disinterested clergy,
an intransigent authoritarianism, a second or third
marriage, questions of morality. And so the list
goes on. We can only say that the church is not
yet the spotless bride that Christ intends. The
church has a human dimension and does not
always measure up to our expectations. But it is
still our key to God, the custodian of his teaching,
the locus of our sacramental life. It is the church
that accompanies us from the baptismal font to
the cemetery. Yes, we are always free to walk
away. But as Catholics we can hardly say that we
walk away from the church but remain with Christ.
The church is still the bride of Christ, even if all
the wrinkles have not yet disappeared.

QUIZ TIME
1. What did Joshua tell the people they had to decide?
A. Whom they would worship
B. Where they would live
C. Whether to marry Amorites
D. When they would return to Egypt
2. Whom did the people of Israel say they would worship?
A. False gods
B. The Lord
C. Themselves
D. No one
3. Husbands should love their wives the way Christ loved what?
A. His mother
B. The Church
C. The Apostles
D. Bethlehem
4. What did many of Jesus's followers do in the Gospel?
A. Choose whom to worship
B. Believe in the Eucharist
C. Build Him a house
D. Stop following Him
5.Peter said the Apostles believe that Jesus is what?
A. The Holy One of God
B. St. John the Baptist
C. Not serious about His teaching
D. An angel

Let us make our choice for Christ and live it:
1)We Christians have accepted the challenge of following the way of Christ and making choices for Christ,
fortified by the Bread Jesus gives and relying on the
power of the Holy Spirit. The Heavenly Bread and the
Holy Spirit will give us the courage of our Christian
convictions to accept the Church’s teachings and to face
ridicule, criticisms and even social isolation for our adherence to sound Christian principles in our lives.
2) The same option or possibility of choosing for or
against Jesus is repeated over and over again in the modern age. We should resolve to take a stand for Jesus and
accept the consequences.
We recognize, in our going to Communion, the accepting of that challenge to be totally one with Jesus. When
the priest gives us Holy Communion saying, “The Body
of Christ,” we respond, “Amen.” That “Amen,” that
“Yes,” is not just an act of faith in the Real Presence; it
is a total commitment of ourselves to Jesus in the community of which we are members. We must accept him
totally, without any conditions or reservations. Christ’s
thoughts and attitudes, values, and life-view must become totally ours, and must govern and shape our lives.
3) Above all, we are to identify with Jesus in the Selfgift of God’s Love for us, Christ’s Crucifixion, death
and Resurrection, sealing the New Covenant with all
mankind in His Blood, a Self-gift of Love extended to
us in the Eucharist with Jesus’ Body and Blood becoming our spiritual Food and
Drink.

1. Would we ever be able to choose to love God? Why do you
think God gave us free will?

2. Paul compares husband and wife with Christ and the Church.
What is he emphasizing?

“To whom shall we go?
You have the words of
eternal life.”

3. Just as Jesus’ question, “Do you want to leave?” was a moment
of crisis for some of the disciples, so has the pandemic a moment of crisis or decision making for you? Explain
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